ATTORNEY'S DOCKET 
021768.1165 


PATENT APPLICATION 


USAGE -BASED ADAPTABLE TAXONOMY 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A method is disclosed for adaptably maintaining a 
taxonomy defined by a plurality of nodes arranged 
hierarchically. The method determines a threshold access 
5 value for each node of the plurality of nodes, determines 

a level of access value for each node of the plurality of 
nodes, compares the level of access value for a first 
node of the plurality of nodes with the threshold access 
value for the first node of the plurality of nodes, and 

10 if the level of access value for the first node is less 

than the threshold access value for the first node, 
merges the first node with a related node arranged 
laterally to the first node in the hierarchical 
arrangement, and compares the level of access value for 

15 the first node of the plurality of nodes with the 

threshold access value for a second node of the plurality 
of nodes, and if the level of access value for the first 
node is greater than the threshold access value for the 
second node, promotes the first node to a higher level in 

2 0 the hierarchical arrangement than the second node, and if 

the level of access value for the first node is less than 
the threshold access value for the second node, demotes 
the first node to a lower level in the hierarchical 
arrangement than the second node. 


